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to Germany in return for the British protectorate over Zanzibar, was the very first of the series of agreements afterwards concluded on similar lines with other Powers. This treaty was a public British acknowledgment of Germany's status as a Colonial Power. It was followed up in 1898 by an understanding which rendered Anglo-German competition impossible in the event of the Portuguese colonies coming into the market. A year later England allowed Germany to hoist her flag on the two most important islands of the Samoan group. In China in 1897 and 1900 England continued to manifest her sense of Germany's Colonial needs and "rights." In short, up to the moment when England decided to compose her differences with France, as well as with the other Powers, by bartering her Moroccan " rights " off against the " rights " of France in Egypt, Germany had never dreamed of propagating the legend of a world-cabal organized by England to thwart her progress. This legend is a fiction, but it is a fiction that has, in the German brain, to use the expressive word of a French philosopher, M. Fouillee, all the characteristics of an idee-force. This legendary belief has resulted in the German notion that the rest of the world owes her something, that she must be bribed to lie down peaceably in her kennel; and to-day no ordinary bone will satisfy her appetite for " compensations."
Herr Hans Delbrtick, a professor of history and one of the German mastiff's keepers, announced recently* that the latest arrangement with France was only temporary, and that Germany now feels justified in claiming the Congo Free State, the Portuguese Colonies in East Africa (she would like England to steal them for her), Zanzibar, and what remains of French territory between the Cameroons and the mouth of the Congo. If England's arrangement with Russia with regard to Persia should result in a virtual partition of that country, Germany must put in
1 Preussische Jahrbucher, March 1912.